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Subsurface Conditions 
Minimum Depth of Borings (S = number of stories; D = anticipated 

depth of foundation) 

(m) (ft) 

Poor 6S0.7 + D 20S0.7 + D 

Average  5S0.7 + D 15S0.7 + D 

Good 3S0.7 + D 10S0.7 + D 
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ROUGH GUIDELINES FOR DEPTHS OF EXPLORATORY BORINGS FOR BUILDINGS ON SHALLOW FOUNDATIONS (Adapted from Sowers, 
1979) 

ROUGH GUIDELINES FOR SPACING EXPLORATORY BORINGS FOR PROPOSED MEDIUM TO HEAVY WEIGHT BUILDINGS, TANKS, 
AND OTHER SIMILAR STRUCTURES. 
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SPT - N70  
Compressive  Strength, 

qu Description  

0 - 2  <  25 kPa  

Very soft – squeezed btw fingers 

Very young NC clay   

 3 - 5  25 - 50 kPa  

Soft – deformed by fingers 

Young NC clay  

 6 - 9  50 - 100 kPa  Medium  

10 - 16   100 - 200 kPa  

Stiff – Hard to deform w/fingers 

Small OCR – aged clay  
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Very Stiff – Very hard w/fingers 

Increasing OCR – older clays  

> 30  > 400 kPa  

Hard – Does not deform by hand 

Higher OCR – cemented clays  
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