
Natural History 
of Epilepsy

The first neurosurgery procedure 
referring that craniotomy should be 
performed at the opposite side of the 
brain of the seizures, in order to spare 
patients from “phlegma” that caused 
the disease.







Steps in diagnosing epilepsy

Is the event epileptic?

Is this a chronic condition?

Is there a treatable cause?

Patient has epilepsy.
Diagnose seizure type and, if possible, epileptic syndrome.
Institute specific treatment for epilepsy

Diagnose and treat systemic, 
neurologic or psychogenic 
disorders

Diagnose and treat (if 
necessary) cause of reactive 
seizures

Is specific treatment for 
cause successful in curing 
seizures?

Patient does 
not have 
epilepsy
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Seizure thresholds

Determine the probability of an increase in 
pathological (epileptiform) excitation in the 
cerebral cortex beyond the level (threshold) 
on which the anticonvulsant system of the 
brain functions



Common brain system in epilepsy

Limbic System
(LS)

• Connection to other structures?

Pathways 
interconnecting 
elements of the 
limbic system.
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