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By JACQUELYN WEINER

A retired Florida Interna-
tional University professor
has come out with a book
lending advice for professors
and strategies for universities
seeking excellence.

Dr. Subbarao V. Wunnava,
who taught engineering at
Florida International for 32

years, said it took him a year_

to write his recently published

book “Life and Career of a

- Professor (LCP)” with the en-

couragement of former uni-
versity president Mitc
Maidique. ~

While written in a positive

light when reflecting on his

experiences through 45 years

~ in the academic world, Dr.

Wunnava also dishes out some.

pressing advice for. universi-

ties on the need for a global

education.

“If you look at the things hap-
pening in the last eight to ten
years, there’salotof outsourcing
of jobs,” Dr. Wunnava said in an

_ interview. -'

And if universities don’t step
up the quality of their educa-
tion, he said, US students could
miss out in a big way.

“If the present conditions are
not corrected with the science,
mathematics and engineering
education,” he wrote in an e-
mail, “our great country could
get into severe problems.”

Correcting our education sys-

tem involves increased interna-
tional collaboration among aca-
demicians and their prospective
institutions. -
The US_may boast sharp
minds — Dr. Wunnava pointed

out that about 25% of Nobel
‘Prize winners come from here

— and well-respected univer-

sities, but many of those stu-—

dents in graduate programs
today come from other coun-
tries, he said.

And US students are in-
creasingly falling behind in
mathematics and sciences, he
said. '

While Dr. Wunnava has

‘reaped the benefits of an

American education —he came
to the US from India in 1967
— he said the state. of

America’s.education system

bothers him. ,

A major concern, he said, is
lack of communication be-
tween universities and high
schools. ,

' Much has changed since his
children went through Miami-
Dade County’s public school
system 15 years ago, he said.

“There used to be a very
good interaction between the
colleges and high schools,”
Dr. Wunnava said. “That has
vanished.”

The university experience
alone can’t make up for funda-

mental lessons missed earlier

on in a student’s education, he
said, using fields like physics
and chemistry as examples:

“If you don’t have the-
proper background, you can-
not go into these fields.”

Details: www.amazon.com.




